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should lay
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to Govern-
ment of
India.

embody the elective principle, it is very peculiar
language, unless it is intended to pave the way for
the adoption of that principle. I believe it was
suggested by a nobleman in the House of Lords, who
is friendly to the elective principle in India, that, unless
it had been intended to leave room for some peculiari-
ties not yet introduced into the Indian system in the
appointment of the members of the Councils under
this Bill, it would have been a very singular form of
speech to provide not simply that the Governor-General
might nominate, but that he might make regulations
as to the conditions under which such nominations
should be made either by himself or by the Government
in Council. It is plain that those who have adopted
that language have in view something beyond mere
nomination. Then I come to the speech of the Under-
secretary, which distinctly embodied something which
I confess appears to me to be not very different from
the assertions of my honourable friend, except in the
important point that the Under-Secretary proposes to
leave everything to the discretion, judgment and
responsibility of the Governor-General and the autho-
rities in India. With that limitation the speech of
the Under-Secretary appears to me to embody the
elective principle in the only sense ih which we should
expect it to be embodied. My construction of the
Under-Secretary's speech is that it implies that a serious
effort should be made to consider carefully those
elements which, in the present condition of India,
might furnish material for the introduction into the
Councils of the elective principle. If that serious
effort is to be made, by whom is it to be made ? I do
not think that it can be made by the House of Com-
mons except through the medium of empowering provi-
sions .... It is our business to give to those represent-
ing Her Majesty's Government in India ample infor-
mation as to what we believe to be sound principles
of government. Tt is the function of this House to
comment upon any case in which we think the autho-
rities in India have failed to give due effect to those
principles; but in the discharge of their high adminis-